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ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIES AND SOLICITORS
WEST MIDLANDS BRANCH MEETING

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2009
DLA PIPER,

VICTORIA SQUARE HOUSE, VICTORIA SQUARE,

BIRMINGHAM B2 4DL
10.00AM

AGENDA
1.
Arrival and Coffee (9.30am)

2. Apologies
3. Minutes (5th December 2008 - copy attached)
4. Speaker:  Imogen Noons, from DLA Piper – Current issues in Employment Law

5. Benchmarking:  at the last meeting it was agreed that the group should look at Legal Services Benchmarking at this meeting.  I m trying to establish where ACSeS is up to nationally on this issue and if I can find anything further I will send it out in advance of the meeting.  In the meantime, I am enclosing a note that Mark Hynes form Lambeth did in November 2007 as a stimulus for discussion.
6. Local Authority Chief Legal Officer Consultation:  A consultation paper on this issue from the Law Society is attached for consideration by the Branch .  The closing date for responses is the 27th March 2009.
7. “The Future of Standards Committees” - Proposed Seminar – Jane Hackett from Tamworth has asked that the Branch consider the seminar proposed by the Standards Committee at Tamworth (paper enclosed) with a view to ascertaining whether there would be sufficient interest among authorities for such a seminar aimed at Monitoring Officers, Standards Committee Members, and Members generally
8. Standing Agenda Items

· Standards and Ethical Governance
· Licensing
· Procurement
9. CPD

10. Date and time for next meeting

12th June 2009 

Venue:
Coventry City Council
11. AOB

12. Lunch 
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