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Minutes of the Meeting of the Branch held at Darlington Borough Council
on Thursday 17 September 2009
Present:

11 Members in attendance:




Rachel Dooris (Redcar and Cleveland - Chair)




Anthony Winship (Ryedale – Vice Chair)


Mike Barker (Gateshead)



Nicholas Dobson (Past Service Member) 



Luke Swinhoe (Darlington)



Liz Ogden (Wakefield)




Lorna McShane (Selby)




Allison Dennett (Hull)





David Taylor (Durham)




Bob Rayner (Sunderland)




Tony Kilner (ACSeS)

Also in attendance:
Richard Auton (Walker Morris)




Sonia Stewart (Gateshead)

NE2706.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Garry Pointer, Brian Scott (South Tyneside), Susan Betteridge (Kirklees), Bernadette Livesy (Calderdale), Richard Long (Middlesbrough), Judith Barnes (Eversheds), Michael Barnes (West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue), Dennis Earl, Maria Lucas (North Tyneside), Susan De Val (Hull), Tim Mumford (Rotherham)
NE2707.
Appointment of Branch Chair
Nominations were invited for a Chair for 2009/10.

RESOLVED
-
That Anthony Winship (Rydedale District Council) be 

appointed as Chair for 2009/10.
Anthony Winship took the Chair.  Anthony thanked Rachel Dooris for her work as Chair of the North East Branch over the previous 12 months.
NE2708.
Appointment of Branch Vice-Chair
Nominations were invited for a Vice-Chair for 2009/10.  
RESOLVED -
That Alison Dennett (Hull City Council) be appointed as Vice-Chair for 2009/10. 
NE2709.
Appointment of Honorary Branch Secretary
The Branch was asked to nominate an Honorary Branch Secretary for 2009/10.

RESOLVED
-
That Mike Barker (Gateshead Council) would continue in his 

position as Honorary Branch Secretary for 2009/10.
NE2710.
Appointment of Honorary Branch Treasurer
The Branch was asked to nominate an Honorary Branch Treasurer for 2009/10.

RESOLVED -
That  Mike Barker (Gateshead Council) would take up position as Honorary Branch Treasurer for 2009/10.
NE2711.
Nominations to ACSeS Council/Directorships
The Branch was asked to nominate two representatives to ACSeS Council for 2009/10.

RESOLVED -
That Rachel Dooris (Redcar and Cleveland Council) and Nick Dobson (Past Service Member) be appointed to ACSeS Council for 2009/10 and are the North Eastern Branch appointees to the posts of director and alternate director, respectively, to the ACSeS Board.
NE2712.
Annual Accounts 2008/09
Details of the Branch accounts for 2008/09 were submitted to the group.  The accounts were in a healthy state and the surplus is being held in Northern Rock.    
RESOLVED
-
That the Annual Accounts be noted.
NE2713.
Annual Report 2008/09
The Branch received the Annual Report for 2008/09 from the Honorary Branch Secretary.

During the year the Branch has had a number of guest speakers including Dickinson Dees in relation to the subject of affordable housing, Fiona Tatton, the Law Society’s Regional Manager for Yorkshire who spoke about closer working between the Society and ACSeS, at the March meeting which was held in the offices of Eversheds in Leeds and Newcastle, Stephen Cirrell gave a presentation regarding the current economic climate on local government and in York City Council in June, Peter Keith-Lucas of Bevan Brittan gave an update on a broad number of issues affecting local government .
The Branch thanked Blyth Valley, Leeds, Eversheds (Leeds and Newcastle), York City Council and Darlington for their hospitality during the year.  The Branch also thanked Rachel Dooris (Redcar and Clevelan) for her chairmanship of the Branch throughout the year and also for his work in securing attendance of some excellent speakers.  Thanks were expressed to Garry Pointer for his continued service as Honorary Branch Treasurer.  Thanks were also given to Mike Barker and Sonia Stewart of Gateshead Council for their secretarial and administrative support to the Branch.
RESOLVED -
That the Annual Report be noted.
NE2714.
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2009 were agreed as a correct record.
NE2715.
Matters Arising
Minutes NE2699 – Land Charges and EIR Information Requests
The LGA are going to obtain Counsel opinion on this issue.  Tony Kilner is hoping to clarify the position as he is writing a report to the October Council meeting.  
It was suggested that because of the York Litigation taking place things may come to a halt until the outcome of the case.   It is understood that York are being represented by Bevan Brittan.
It was also suggested that Tony might wish to speak to Peter Harrow at Sheffield as they have been through a similar case.

NE2716.
Minutes of Association Meetings
The minutes of the meeting of ACSeS Council on 17 July were presented to the meeting.  Requests made by Council for items on branch agendas were highlighted and have been placed on the agenda for today’s meeting.
RESOLVED -
That the minutes of ACSeS Council on 17 July be noted.
NE2717.
Guest Speaker – Walker Morris
Richard Auton of Walker Morris spoke to the meeting about current issues around Local Government Procurement.  Richard highlighted some recent cases including details of cases where there had been issues with the electronic portal.  Richard also talked about issues which could potentially arise from the new European Remedies Directive.
Richard advised the branch that when he first saw the directive he thought it was going to be applied to every single thing, however, it now seems that it will only apply to serious breaches.  It seems that the directive is about making sure that people aren’t taking liberties when making awards.
The branch thanked Richard for his presentation.

RESOLVED -
That the information presented be noted.
NE2718.
New Members

The branch welcomed Lorna McShane, Head of Legal and Democratic Services, Selby District Council and Liz Ogden, Service Manager, Legal and Democratic Services, Wakefield Metropolitan Borough Council who are new members of the branch.  Both Lorna and Liz attended the meeting.
NE2719.
Articles for Promoting ACSeS
Rachel Dooris advised the branch that one of the items which had been requested at Council was articles from members which could be included in the literature for the Annual Conference in November which would help promote the work of ACSeS.  The deadline for items is 1 October.  Members were asked for contributions to be sent to either Tony Kilner or Mirza Ahmed.
It was felt that this was something which could improve the influence of the association.  
RESOLVED -
That any members wishing to submit articles provide them to Tony Kilner or Mirza Ahmed by 1 October.
NE2720.
Law Society Diversity and Inclusion Charter
The Law Society have approached ACSeS to encourage members to sign up to their Diversity and Inclusion Charter.  This was taken to ACSeS Council in July and generally is thought to be a good initiative.  It doesn’t actually commit any member to doing anything as member’s own HR policies will be doing a lot of routine info gathering.  There is no great difficulty for the Local Authority, although it does extend to procurement of legal work in terms of making sure law contractors subscribe to diversity issues.  
The Branch were advised that there is a list of organisations on the website who are chartered signatories.  There is also a frequently asked question section and the option to e-mail to sign up to the Charter.  The e-mail does need to be from a senior officer of the Authority.
RESOLVED -
That members of ACSeS be encouraged to sign the Law Society Diversity and Inclusion Charter.
NE2721.
Liaison Arrangements and Issues
Members were asked if anyone was in a position to volunteer to work on behalf of ACSeS with SLG to update the guidance on childcare procedures.  It was noted that a member from North East Branch has already been nominated.
RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

NE2722.
Feedback on Use of ACSeS Website

Members were requested to give feedback on the ACSeS Website as whilst it has been designed for longer term use there is still a need to upgrade websites every 2 to 3 years.  It was noted that the website is a lot friendlier than previous and the interactive forum is useful.  Members were asked to provide any comments to Tony Kilner on what they would like from the website.
It was noted that the document library element of the website isn’t being used as well as it has been previously, however, it was felt that it was something which could be useful to members in a way in which good practice could be shared.  
It was noted that members do find the ACSeS Website useful and the weekly bulletins very helpful, however, it was felt that the search facility could be improved.

RESOLVED -
That members would feedback any comments on the website to Tony Kilner.
NE2723.
Working with SLG Branches

Closer working with SLG Branches was raised at the last meeting of ACSeS and Rachel Dooris and Mike Barker met with Dennis Hall and Ian Spafford.

The discussions centred around the possibility of holding a northern event / conference.  Rachel and Mike are seeking branch views on carrying out further work.  It is hoped that support will also be available from the LGG Training Unit.

Details of Special Interest Groups were also presented to the meeting and are to be made available in the bulletins and will be on the SLG Website.  The next meeting is on 15 October at 2.30 pm at Gateshead.
In terms of the Yorkshire Branch of SLG they are arranging for Moira Gibb is  head of the Joint DCSF and Social Work Task Force, ACSeS Colleagues will be invited to this, the date is still to be confirmed.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
NE2724.
Any Other Business

Susan De Val, who is Head of Legal and Democratic Services at Hull City Council is organising some Standards Board Training in October / November, all ACSeS members will be invited to attend.

Tony Kilner advised the Branch of a couple of consultation to which ACSeS are responding.  

Joint Solicitors Regulation – Practising Certificate Fees

Local Government has suffered in terms of an over-charge of fees.  The Law Society and the SRA have accepted that it is disproportionate as very few local authority solicitors handle client account money.  There is a document on the SRA website and whilst it is accepted that it will be complicated to change the current structure there is a commitment to do so.  It may be that there is a consequence for solicitors in private practice.  If anyone has any comments can they feedback to Tony Kilner and he will include in the response from ACSeS.

Government White Paper on Local Government
There has been an indication by DCLG that the response can pick up well being powers.  Again ACSeS will be submitting a response and anyone wishing to comment should contact Tony Kilner.  The consultation closes on 2 October.

The Chair indicated that he felt that having a speaker worked really well.  Mike Kendall who was previously from the Standards Board had indicated he would be willing to speak and there were a few suggestions for topics.

NE2725.
CPD Accreditation

The Branch considered the number of CPD hours accrued from the meeting in 

accordance with the Law Society guidance and agreed that the meeting credits would 

amount to two and a half hours.
NE2726.
Hospitality

It was agreed that the appreciation of the Branch be extended to Darlington Borough 

Council for hosting the meeting and for the hospitality received.
NE2727.
Date and Time of Future Meetings
Thursday 3 December 2009 at 10.30 am – Leeds City Council
Thursday 11 March 2010 at 10.30 am – Wakefield Metropolitan District Council 
Thursday 17 June 2010 at 10.30 am – York City Council

Thursday 16 September 2010 at 10.30 am – Ryedale District Council
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