MINUTES OF THE SUFFOLK COUNTY MEETING OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIES AND SOLICITORS
HELD AT THE OFFICES OF SALC, CLAYDON, IPSWICH

ON 14 DECEMBER 2009
Present
Hilary Slater – SCDC

Peter Heard – FHDC

Lorraine Wright – WDC

Eric Whitfield – SCC

David White – SCC

Jonathan Reed – MSDC

Joy Bowes – SBDC

Katherine Sayward – BDC

Apologies
Apologies received from Clair Barritt – IBC

1
Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 28 September 2009
There were none.

2
Matters Arising
There were none.

3
Land Charges Searches and Environmental Information Regulations
Suffolk County Council and Babergh had contributed to a fighting fund to contest court actions against authorities taken by a personal search company.

Hilary Slater had seen the Counsel’s opinion obtained by the Local Government Association and in her view there would be an uphill struggle for the case to be successful.

Babergh were keeping money paid by private search companies in a contingency fund in case they had to repay it.  Suffolk Coastal District Council had a statement on their website about the situation.  Suffolk County Council had guidance on what amounted to an inquiry under the Environmental Information Regulations and the definition of what was environmental information which Eric Whitfield would circulate.

4
Persistent Complainants 
Katherine Sayward asked for some discussion on the question of how to deal with persistent complainants.  Were there any policies that others could point to, to deal with this problem?  A particular problem Catherine was dealing with involved receiving correspondence almost every month as a result of injunction proceedings taken under planning legislation in December 2006.  Eric Whitfield said that there was a County Council policy that he would be happy to circulate on the matter and pointed out the difference between this and interest of vexatious inquiry under the Freedom of Information legislation.  David White said that he had available a letter which could be sent based around the potential that the correspondence amounted to harassment of an individual officer or officers.

5
Collaborative / Partnership Working
Eric Whitfield wished to inquire as to how people were taking forward the agenda set by the Suffolk Chief Executives’ Group with regards to partnership working.  Forest Heath and Bury St Edmunds would be announcing a formal link-up following their Council meetings respectively on 15 and 16 December.  Waveney and Suffolk Coastal were now in an arrangement with a permanent shared Chief Executive and were moving to have other shared management structures.  Suffolk County Council was still working on a partnership with Ipswich which had previously been announced.  Suffolk was also working with other public bodies such as NHS and meetings were being arranged to see where there were possible potential link-ups.  Eric suggested that the new Chief Executive of the Primary Care Trust should be invited to one of these meetings as she was a former legal officer and may have particular insight into how other authorities could work more closely with the NHS in partnerships.

6
Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009
There was general discussion about the implementation of the new requirement under this Act.  In particular the question dealing with petitions was noted and the duty to promote local democracy.  It was decided that it was possible there should be a Suffolk wide scheme to deal with petitions which would make this easier to publicise.  Eric was willing to approach Suffolk County Council’s Communications team about this.

7
Any Other Business - Members Indemnity/Insurance
Joy asked what other authorities’ positions were on this.  Hilary said that she was reporting to her cabinet on 5 January 2010 to put in place arrangements.  There were questions about the position of Members on outside bodies.  David Holt of Suffolk County Council was reviewing for them the question of membership of outside bodies and asking what benefits accrued to the County Council from those appointments.  It was likely that if there were none then the appointment would be ceasing.  To the question of insurance of the Members also needed to be considered, particularly in relation to outside bodies where that body itself may hold to the Councillors insured.

8
Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting was agreed to be a joint meeting with the MO and SALCS on 15 March 2010 at 12:30 at Claydon.

Peter Heard

Legal Services Manager

tc/ACSeS 141209
