[image: image1.png]Association of Council
Secretaries and Solicitors




ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIES AND SOLICITORS

LONDON BRANCH

AGENDA

MONDAY 17 MAY 2010 AT 10 a.m.
VENUE: BLAKE LAPTHORN, WATCHMAKER COURT, 33 ST. JOHN’S LANE, LONDON, EC1M 4DB

Tel: 020 7405 2000

Nearest tube and rail station: Farringdon
A. 
SPEAKER
1. TOTAL PLACE

Molly Lewis, Head of Local Government Consulting at Capgemini UK, will lead a session on Total Place and how a ‘whole area’ approach to public services can lead to better services at less cost.


B.
KEY TOPICS

2. ELECTION ISSUES

Discussion of issues arising from Parliamentary and Local Elections.

See also London Councils’ website at: http://londoncouncils.gov.uk/elections2010
3. CIPFA LEGAL BeNCHMARKING

a) To consider and discuss experience to date of authorities taking part, and of recent meetings with CIPFA.

b) Any views on the new questionnaire attached.

4. SHARED SErVICES AND EFFICIENCIES 
a) All to update on any developments / future scenarios.
b) Issues arising from questionnaires on Hard Charging, Capacity and Joint Arrangements circulated separately to the Local Authorities involved).

C.
BUSINESS ITEMS
5. PROCEEDS OF CRIME

A handout on the Proceeds of Crime legislation will be made available by Warren Foot, Partner at Blake Lapthorn.
6. Apologies for Absence
7. BRANCH ISSUES

a) Minutes of ACSeS London Boroughs Branch meeting held on 23 February 2009 attached.

b) Matters arising.
8. ACSeS COUNCIL MEETINGS 
a) ACSeS Council meeting on 30 April 2010
· Summary of action attached.

· Liaison with Attorney General’s office attached.
b) Future ACSeS Council meeting dates

2nd July 2010 – Chamberlain Room, Council House, Birmingham

24th September 2010 – Stratford Town Hall, London.  

16th -18th November – ACSeS Annual Conference.

9. LOCAL ASSESSMENT OF STANDARDS

a) Report of the Seminar of London Standards Committees 11 February 2010, attached.

b) Any other issues.

10. LAW SOCIETY, SOLICITORS’ REGULATORY AUTHORITY AND SLG ISSUES
a) Correspondence with Law Society and SRA attached.

b) To discuss any other points arising.

11. LOCAL LAND CHARGES 

To discuss.

12. TOPICAL HOT SPOTS

All to say what is hot in your patch.

13. BEST PRACTICE EXCHANGE 
All to circulate or bring along useful stuff to discuss.
14. OTHER E- MAILED ISSUES

a) E-mail of 22 April from Mark Hynes, LB Lambeth, with query re CRB checks.
b) E-mail of 21 April from Terry Osborne, LB Walthamforest, on SRAs and other allowances paid to councillors after 6 May.

c) E-mail 19 April from Graham White, LB Hackney, on recruitment.
d) E-mail 15 March from Stephen Rix, LB Hackney, on in-house advocates for child care court work.
15. NEXT MEETINGS

a) Next London Branch meeting: 

Tuesday 20 July at 2pm

b) Guest speakers, venue and topics for next meeting?

c) Any other Agenda items?

d) Other future meeting dates in 2010:

Monday 27 September at 10am

Tuesday 7 December at 2pm

16. CPD POINTS
To decide the hours of credit applying for this meeting.

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
BRANCH SECRETARY: 
Richard Mellor, Richmond upon Thames LBC,






assisted by Linda Jablonski. 

Telephone:
020 8891 7190.
 Fax: 020 8891 7733 

DX: 

200027 TWICKENHAM

e-mail:

r.mellor@richmond.gov.uk 

linda.jablonski@richmond.gov.uk
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