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Minutes of the AGM of the Branch held at Northumberland County Council on 11 February 2011
Present:
8 Members in attendance

Colette Longbotton (Durham County Council)
Martin Harrison (Gateshead MBC)

Rachell Dooris (Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council)

Paddy Gascoigne (Northumberland County Council)

Anthony Winship (Ryedale District Council)

Andy Thom (Northumberland County Council)

Liam Henry (Northumberland County Council)

Nicholas Dobson (Independent - Pannone)

Dennis Earl (Retired)

Also in attendance: 
 Dennis Earl (Retired), Helen Conway (Gateshead)
NE2790.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Susan De Val (Hull), Michael Barnes (West Yorkshire), Bernadette Livesey (Wakefield), Andrew Frosdick (Barnsley), Andrew Docherty, Glen McCusker (York) and Mike Barker (Gateshead)
NE2791. 
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting held on 23 September 2010 were agreed as a correct record. 
NE2792.
Matters arising
There were no matters arising from the minutes.

NE2793.
Discussion Item – 2 Vacancies on National Council



The Branch were asked if anyone wished to take up the 2 vacant posts on National Council.  Currently Rachel Dooris and Nick Dobson have been given the portfolio of Communications and Procurement respectively, but there are still 2 vacancies. 

RESOLVED -
That Colette Longbottom (Durham County Council) and Andy 

Thom (Northumberland County Council) be appointed to ACSeS 

Council and are the North Eastern Branch appointees to the 


posts of Director and alternate director, respectively, to the 


ACSeS Board.
NE2794.
Feedback from Conference
The Branch received a verbal update from Rachel Dooris and Nick Dobson from Conference. The President, Susan Tovey told conference that she would be visiting all branches during her year in office, and Helen Conway will provide her with the dates and venues of the forthcoming meetings of the north east branch. The branch was also asked to note that the 2011 Conference would be held at the Grand Harbour Hotel, Southampton on 15-17 November.
RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
NE2795.
Presentation – Localism Bill – Nick Dobson, Pannone
Nick Dobson gave the branch a presentation on the Localism Bill and in particular, Competence, Predetermination, Standards and Governance. A copy of the presentation will be circulated to all those members of the Branch unable to attend the meeting.
The thanks of the Branch were expressed to Nick for his presentation.

RESOLVED -
That the information presented be noted.

NE2796.
Briefing Note from Council 4 February 2011
Tony Kilner provided the Branch with a briefing note outlining the issues discussed at the Council meeting on 4 February 2011. Tony also reminded the branch that the agenda and reports are also available to view on the ACSeS website admin@acses.org
RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
NE2797.
Forthcoming SLG Branch Events
The Branch was advised to check the website for any forthcoming events.
RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
NE2798.
Any Other Business
The branch discussed and exchanged ideas on the following issues; freedom of information requests and the use of a portal system for local authorities to collaborate. Redundancies and the issue of delegation of responsibility to Council or Chief Officer level. Community Governance Reviews and how often they are carried out, and the implications of the boundary review and the amalgamation of town councils.
RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
NE2799.
Hospitality
It was agreed that the appreciation of the Branch be extended to Northumberland County Council for hosting the meeting and the hospitality received.

NE2800.
CPD Accreditation
The branch considered the number of CPD hours accrued from the meeting in accordance with the Law Society guidance and agreed that the meetings credits would amount to 3 hours.
NE2801.
Timetable of Future Meetings
The timetable of future meetings were agreed as follows:-

*Friday 10 June 2011 @

Hull at 10.30 am

*Friday 23 Sept 2011 @

York at 10.30 am

Friday 9 December 2011 @ 
Gateshead at 10.30 am
* These venues may change; Helen Conway will contact everyone as soon as possible once the dates and venues have been confirmed.
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