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Minutes of the Meeting of the Branch held at Kirklees MBC, Huddersfield

on Thursday 1 March 2007

Present:

8 Members in attendance:

Bernadette Livesey (Calderdale – Chair)

Anthony Winship (Ryedale)

Garry Pointer (Tynedale)

John Emms (Kirklees)

Tim Mumford (Rotherham)

Susan Betteridge (Kirklees)

Nicholas Dobson (Pinsent Masons)

Deborah Hill (Gateshead)

Also in attendance:
Gillian Warnes (Gateshead)

NE2563.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Richard Daly (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), Tony Kilner (ACSeS), Andrew Frosdick (Barnsley), Nicole Jackson (Leeds), Linda Walker (Durham), Paddy Gascoigne and Dennis Earl (Blyth Valley), Lesley Blackie (Durham City), Bob Rayner (Sunderland), Michael Barnes (west Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Authority), Brian Scott (South Tyneside), Richard Long (Middlesbrough), Ashley Rocks-Menon (Derwentside), Colin Langley (Past Service), Richard Robinson (Past Service), Peter Devlin (Hartlepool), David Taylor (Easington), Catherine Parkinson (Calderdale), Luke Swinhoe (Darlington), Margaret Taylor (Hull) and Peter Watts (Northumberland).

NE2564.
Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2006 were agreed as a correct record.

NE2565.
Matters Arising

NE2551.
Appointments to ACSeS Bodies

It had been confirmed that Nick Dobson was eligible to be a branch representative on the ACSeS Council subject to the requirements of the Council’s Protocol for Past Service Members. This requires that the member declares in writing to the Executive Officer and the Branch Secretary “any personal or financial interest” in a private sector organisation and that they declare their interest to the Chair if, in a Council meeting, a conflict arises between the interests of ACSeS and the interests of the private sector organisation.

NE2538.
Annual Accounts 2005/06

The Treasurer advised that the Branch should consider how it wants to subsidise training using branch funds. One suggestion was that expenses could be paid for trainers to come from London to the North East.

NE2556.
Guest Speaker, Dudley Lewis, LGG

A draft letter had been produced asking the Branch to support LGG as a training provider. It would be passed to Dudley for comments before circulation to the Branch.

NE2554.
Minutes of Association Meetings

A letter had been sent to the ACSeS President regarding the activities of Rockpools at the ACSeS Conference.

The progress report on shared services which the Council had considered at its meeting on 11 October 2006 was tabled at the Branch meeting. The Branch discussed various issues around developing shared services including difficulties with the workforce, geographical spread of services and examples of good practice. The Branch agreed that this was an issue they would like to hear more about and Maria Memoli should be invited to a future meeting of the Branch to discuss it.

NE2566.
Minutes of Association Meetings

The minutes of the Council meeting held on 19 January 2007 were noted.

It was noted that a Good Governance Framework was due to be published in the spring and would be brought to the Branch when available.

There had not been any further progress on the issue of practising certificate fees.

It was noted that the fees for the ACSeS Conference were to increase but the conference had made £31,000 profit this year.

NE2567.
New Members

It was noted that Ms Maria Lucas of Calderdale Council had joined the Branch.

NE2568.
LGG Training Unit

The Branch discussed how best use might be made of the training unit. There were a number of courses such as ‘Nuisance Solutions’ and ‘Local Land Charges’ which would be beneficial to have held more locally. Ideally, the Branch felt that there should be a northern training programme developed and it was suggested that members could look at the current LGG programme and identify particular training courses which could be held in the North. This would be discussed further at the next Branch meeting.

NE2569.
Draft Code of Conduct

The Branch discussed the recently published the draft Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.

It was noted that the revised code clarified paragraph 10(2) about situations when a member does not have a prejudicial interest but it was felt that removing the definition of ‘family’ was not helpful. It was also commented that it would be helpful if the code incorporated something about bias.

The Branch also noted that the process for making complaints about councillors seemed less clear and it was felt that complaints were likely to increase due to this. There was also concern about the declaration of gifts that had been received and it was felt that if they had to be declared on every occasion, it might be sensible to raise the minimum value of gifts which require registration.

NE2570.
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill

The Branch discussed the provisions of the Bill particularly with regard to models of leadership and executive arrangements.

The Branch agreed that it would be helpful to have a presentation on the new legislation at a future meeting.

NE2571.
ACSeS Strategy and Business Plan

The Branch considered the draft Strategy and Business Plan and agreed with the vision for ACSeS. However, the Branch felt strongly that ACSeS should be the one voice for the legal profession in local government and Nick Dobson agreed to produce a note on this for the Branch Chair.

NE2572.
Any Other Business

It was highlighted that a letter had been sent to Local Authority Chief Executives detailing improvements in turnaround times for land charges and reductions in costs.
NE2560.
CPD Accreditation

The Branch considered the number of CPD hours accrued from the meeting in accordance with the Law Society guidance and agreed that the meeting credits would amount to two hours. 

NE2561.
Hospitality

It was agreed that the appreciation of the Branch be extended to Kirklees Council for hosting the meeting and for the hospitality received.  

NE2562.
Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 7 June 2007 at 10.30am at Gateshead Council.
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