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Minutes of the Meeting of the Branch held at Gateshead Council

on Thursday 7 June 2007

Present:

13 Members in attendance:

Bernadette Livesey (Calderdale – Chair)

Linda Walker (Durham)

Nicholas Dobson (Pinsent Masons)

Paddy Gascoigne (Blyth Valley)

Dennis Earl (Blyth Valley)

Garry Pointer (Tynedale)

David Taylor (Easington)

Rachel Dooris (Redcar & Cleveland)

John Emms (Kirklees)

Maria Lucas (North Tyneside)

Bob Rayner (Sunderland)

Tony Kilner (ACSeS)

Mike Barker (Gateshead)

Also in attendance:
Meic Sullivan-Gould (ACSeS President)




Gillian Warnes (Gateshead)

NE2576.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Michael Barnes (West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Authority), Richard Daly (Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority), Luke Swinhoe (Darlington), Susan Betteridge (Kirklees), Liz Bashforth (Sheffield), Nicole Jackson (Leeds), Mike Dennis (Teesdale), Peter Devlin (Hartlepool), Lesley Blackie (Durham City), Margaret Taylor (Hull), Stuart Turnock (Leeds), Ian Anderson (Scarborough), Tony Brown (Hartlepool), Brian Scott (South Tyneside), Richard Robinson (Past Service), Peter Watts (Northumberland), Peter Tilson (Northumberland), Jackie Pepperell (Wakefield),  Andrew Frosdick (Barnsley), Tim Mumford (Rotherham), Catherine Parkinson (Calderdale) and Richard Frankland (Redcar & Cleveland). 

NE2577.
ACSeS President – Meic Sullivan-Gould

The Branch welcomed the President of ACSeS, Meic Sullivan-Gould to the meeting.

The President highlighted many key issues for ACSeS at national and regional level including: 

· The ACSeS vision, strategy and business plan

· Nominations for the next ACSeS Vice President

· Incorporation of the association

· ACSeS view on local government re-organisation

· CIPFA Code of Corporate Governance

· Skills development for local government employees

· ACSeS Annual Conference on 13-15 November 2007 

The President reported that ACSeS had been asked to comment on the proposals for local government re-organisation and had also been invited to participate in a DCLG working party on the legislative changes which will be required following re-organisation. The President advised that it was his view that ACSeS should not comment on the merits of the issue. Members of the Branch felt it would be useful to put on record that ACSeS has no view about what is right with regard to possible re-organisation but could make general points on the detail of the proposals such as how the transfer of property and contractual rights and liabilities should be dealt with in the regulations, the incredibly tight timescale for the changes and the need for consultation with local people.

The Branch thanked Meic for attending the meeting and stimulating a great deal of debate between the members in attendance.

NE2578.
Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 March 2007 were agreed as a correct record.

NE2579.
Matters Arising

NE2570.
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill

It was felt that it would be helpful to have something from DCLG to describe what the vision was for the Bill. Meic Sullivan-Gould advised that an invitation had been extended for the Minister to come to the ACSeS conference and make a presentation on this topic. It was understood that LGG would be issuing a programme on the Bill.

It was suggested that a presentation be given at the AGM on the provisions of the Bill. The Chair would look into this possibility.

NE2580.
Minutes of Association Meetings

The minutes of the Council meetings held on 16 February and 20 April 2007 were noted.

NE2581.
New Members

No new members had joined the Branch since the last meeting.

NE2582.
One Voice for Local Government Lawyers

Nicholas Dobson had prepared a discussion paper for the Branch on the potential for a one voice organisation to represent lawyers and other officers in local government who are responsible for legal aspects of corporate governance.

The Chair had raised this issue with ACSeS and at the SLG Conference but had been informed that the Law Society would not validate an organisation with non-solicitors as members. ACSeS Council had discussed the issue previously and felt that a federation type body for ACSeS and SLG to join might be a solution and that the development of an academy structure for local government lawyers and democratic services officers could become one voice for the sector.

The Branch agreed that the note should be forwarded to SLG for discussion at their National Executive Committee.

NE2583.
Shared Services

The Branch considered a working paper from the DCLG on local authority shared services. 

The group discussed some of the issues around developing shared services and agreed that this should be kept under review and developments reported at each Branch meeting.

NE2584.
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill

This had been discussed under matters arising.

NE2585.
Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members

The Branch discussed the implementation of the revised Code of Conduct for Councillors and training for members.

It was noted that the use of the term ‘person with whom you have a close association’ in the new Code could be open to different interpretations. It was also highlighted that the guidance from the Standards Board was interim and further guidance could be expected later.

The Branch also discussed the requirement in the Local Government Bill to have all complaints filtered through the standards committee and it was reported that ACSeS were lobbying for some ‘wiggle room’ to allow an opportunity to deal with a complaint before the standards committee are required to look at it. 

NE2586.
LGG Programme of Events

Details of the current LGG programme were presented to the Branch and members were asked to consider which courses could be usefully delivered outside of London.

In the Northumberland region it was proposed to run a course on persistent complainants and a request was made for the Branch to subsidise it. The course was to be held at Blyth Valley and administered by Berwick upon Tweed Borough Council. It was felt that if the numbers of places available on the course were increased then the Branch could provide a subsidy of £1,000.

RESOLVED -
That the Branch provide a subsidy of £1,000 for the persistent 


complainants training course.

NE2587.
Guidance on Executive Members attending OSC Meetings

The Branch received a note on the attendance of executive members at scrutiny committees following the adoption of the new Code of Conduct.

NE2589.
Any Other Business

The issue of proving the effectiveness of an authority’s whistle blowing procedure to the employees of the authority’s contractors was raised. It was understood that this would be part of the CPA but it was queried how legally this could be done. It was asked if Meic Sullivan-Gould could take this up.

It was queried if ACSeS had been asked to make any representation on the recent electoral process but it was reported that no requests for comments had been received.

NE2590.
CPD Accreditation

The Branch considered the number of CPD hours accrued from the meeting in accordance with the Law Society guidance and agreed that the meeting credits would amount to two hours. 

NE2591.
Hospitality

It was agreed that the appreciation of the Branch be extended to Gateshead Council for hosting the meeting and for the hospitality received.  

NE2592.
Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 20 September 2007 at 10.30am at Calderdale Council, Halifax.
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