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ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIE AND SOLICTORS

WEST MIDLAND BRANCH

MINUTES OF WEST MIDLANDS BRANCH MEETING

HELD ON 

09 MARCH 2007

VENUE: WOLVERHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL

	1. Welcome
The chair opened the meeting and welcomed Roger Yeoman, formerly of Telford and Wrekin council, now with Needham & James Solicitors. Roger introduced his colleague Caroline Lee who practices in employment law for Needham & James.


	

	2.    Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting (08.12.07) were approved.


	

	3.  Presentation
Caroline Lee delivered an interesting and comprehensive presentation covering the topics of Age Discrimination and Issues arising from the implementation of single status. Caroline provided useful briefing notes to accompany her talk. Caroline referred to a useful ACAS guide entitled 'Age and the Workplace" which she recommended as a starting point for this complicated area.


	

	4. Mock Hearing – Birmingham

The branch recorded its thanks to Mirza Ahmed for holding the above event the previous week.


	

	5. Standards

P L-W mooted the idea of a branch training event on the new code for Members of Standards Committees and Monitoring Officers. October was suggested as a suitable month and IM suggested Peter Keith-Lucas as a potential speaker for such an event.

As for a venue IM preferred a central venue such as Birmingham but advised against the council chamber.  Caroline Lee offered a meeting room at N & J's offices.


	

	6. Elections

Stoke on Trent had decided to opt for a Friday count and this seemed to reflect a trend around the country. S Stephens had experienced opposition to such a change from Members at Wolverhampton CC.


	

	7. FOI/DPA

It was noted that some authorities were receiving requests for information on CEX salaries. The consensus view was that the scales must be released but the precise amounts for individual officers should not be disclosed as this personal data.


	

	8. Single Status

D Carter noting that TU's were showing reluctance to sign off single status schemes due to recent case law developments.


	

	9. AOB


	

	10. Future Meeting

8th June:  Wychavon District Council – Host: Ian Marshall (Chair)

14 September:  Stafford Borough Council – Host: Alastair Welch

7th  December:  Cheltenham Borough Council – Host: Quentin Baker


	


	
	


Meeting Closed 13.30
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